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 Old Geelong Football Club:   50 Years 1954-2004 
General WebNotes 2004 No 6  (Mar 18)  www.oldgeelong.com.au 

 
AROUND THE CLUB 
 
Practice Matches:  
The first practice match is to take place next Sunday, 21 March against Geelong Amateurs, at Deakin 
University, Waurn Ponds (Melways Map 464).  It will consist of six 20-minute quarters, the first starting at 
noon.  It has proved to be too expensive to get a bus, so we will have to ask players to make their own way 
down there. Players are requested to be at the Uni by 10.45am: jumpers will be provided by the Club, and 
although it is “only a practice match”, players are requested to wear white shorts, and dark blue  socks 
(spectators can wear what they like). 
 
(For the information of new 
players, Club colours are 
Geelong AFL jumpers  – 
these are supplied by the 
Club. If you wish to supply 
your own, you can, but you 
must have the VAFA’s 
sponsor’s logo sewn on it, 
and you must arrange a 
number which will not 
clash with those already 
allocated to other players. 
Shorts are VAFA blue 
(home) and white (away) – 
these must be purchased from the Club and will be available prior to the first official match. Socks  are dark 
blue (Carlton), and players will need to purchase their own. (And they should preferably be worn pulled up, 
unlike most of that rabble – Davin Ardlie, Tom Waters , Andrew Slattery, Tim Bayles and Paul 
Broadbent – near the front.) Coaching attire, and that’s even without the Senior Coach, appears to be a 
lighter shade of black.) 
 
Next Sunday there will also be a barbecue for spectators and parents at the Uni starting about 3pm and 
continuing after match to allow players to join in as well after the game. We understand that Graeme 
Goldsworthy and Frank Heard are making a major contribution to the after-match catering, and their 
assistance here is most appreciated. We have close connections with the Geelong Amateurs Club, a number 
of our current (or recently retired) players having played there, and equally a number of our former players 
having moved there over the years, including Bruce Harwood, who has been the Amateurs President for 
some years. Bruce played 58 games for OGS from 1988 to 1991, including captaining our Firsts in 1989, 
Best and Fairest, Firsts 1989, member 1990 Premiership side, and Reserves coach, 1991. 
 
The second practice match, against Yarra Valley Old Boys, will be held on the Punt Road Oval, 
Richmond, on Sunday March 28th. The ground was organized by Yarra Valley, and with a very high 
percentage of our players living in or near Richmond it should be highly convenient.  (It will also provide an 
opportunity to verify those stories put out by Michael Lockman and John Manton about there being statues 
of the two of them just outside the rooms.)  Obviously Saturday would have been preferable, but given the 
huge difficulty in obtaining good grounds, we have little choice, and certainly a quality ground like Punt 
Road is worth it. It will unfortunately cost both clubs $250 for ground hire but again we probably have to cop 
that. There will be two full games played. 
 
The third practice match, against Bulleen Templestowe, will take place on Saturday 3 April and will be at   
Como Park.  This is the first time in many years that we have been able to play a pre-season game on our 
home ground. Again, there will be two full matches. 
 
Easter:  for those remaining in Melbourne, there may a be a light run: more details next week 
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Reserves Runner, and Reserves Assistant Coach 
We have been contacted by Reserves Coach Ben Dunn who is seeking the services of a Runner and also an 
Assistant Coach  (a working knowledge of Shakespeare useful, but not obligatory).  Ben can be contacted on 
ben.dunn@citigroup.com or on  0412 559918. 
 
Club 18 and U19s 
It is with considerable regret that the Club decided a couple of weeks ago that it would, yet again, be unable 
to run an Under 19 side this year. There were a number of problems leading to this decision: apparently the 
City of Stonnington was not prepared to allow us to increase the number of teams using Como Park, despite 
the fact that we ran four sides there for some years in the 1990s, and in addition the Committee encountered 
difficulties in securing a coach. Furthermore, the deadline for confirming with the VAFA whether an Under 
19 side would be operating was brought forward from late March (which applied last year) to the end of 
February, which, with Unis and Techs not having gone back, made it even more difficult to ascertain 
whether we would have viable numbers.  
 
As a result it has been decided just to run with a Club 18 team again this year.  After operating this side for 
some years with little help or assistance, Sean Wilson indicated that he was not prepared to put his hand up 
again. However, we have been able to secure the services in this regard of former player Patrick-or-is-it 
Henry?  “Moose” Edgar to undertake the Coaching job this year. As part of the VAFA’s upgrading of this 
competition Moose is required to hold coaching accreditation at the same level as our other Club coaches, 
and the Committee wishes to stress that this side must receive an adequate level of support, both on and off 
the field, to ensure that this side operates effectively this year and as an integral part of the Club. 
 
Half Social 
There will be a Jumper Presentation Night and Dinner at Como after training on Thursday 15 April.   
 
Social 
With the final practice match being on Saturday 3 April, the Social Committee has decided that this is the 
day to strike, and the Season Launch will take place that evening at The Arcadia.  Fuller details next week.  
  
A reminder that for those not playing, there will be a lunch at Como on 24 April – marking 50 years to the 
day from the Club’s first match. This will occur upstairs, and will be fairly simple in form, at a cost of about 
$10.  At this stage, the program for the day will involve an early game for the Reserves, followed by the 
Geelong College/Grammar practice match from about noon, to followed by our Seniors game against 
Williamstown. 
 
For the 50-year dinner on 19 June at Crown Palladium a number of Table Captains have already been 
established, and from the enthusiasm and reaction to date, we believe that the response is likely to be 
overwhelming. Those who have put their hands up so far to act as Table Captains are (in no particular order 
of importance or merit, Dale): 
      

Name Year Confirmed Work/Home # Mobile # email 
Robert Seymour  50s y 03 55 701216 0418 101 376 rhcseymour@bigpond.com.au 
Dale Fraser  (2 tables) 78-87 y 03 9372 0363 0414 643 201 Dale.Fraser@ums.aust.com 
Sandy Hunter 76-83 y 03 9473 6468 0418 324851 sandyh@oamps.com.au 
John Manton 90-96 y 03 9429 8688 0425 781 100 john.manton@harrythehirer.com.au 
Michael Davis 88-94 y 03 9820 0290 0414 682302 mdavis@alphalink.com.au 
Peter Jones 86-95 y 03 9209 2082 0419 522738 pjones@awb.com.au 
Tom de Steiger 1991 y   0414 996 633 enviroraps@ozemail.com.au 
Rob Vickers-Willis 83-85 y   0412 210066 robertvw@aol7.com.au 
John McInness 60' y 03 9419 5133 0414 982 275 john.mcinnes@mgg.com.au 
Greame Goldsworthy (2 tables)  Parent y 03 5222 4100 0411 147 337 graeme@stateplan.com.au 
Simon Bones 90-95 y   0418 227 755 sbones@netspace.net.au 
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Tim Johnstone 80's y 03 6234 5500 0418 395157 tim@aerw.com.au 
Tom Seymour 98-03 y 03 9421 3000 0414 896988 tseymour@elitesports.com.au 
Sam Furphy 90-95 y 03 9372 0363 0418 997 380 sam@ums.aust.com 
Clive Landale 80's y 03 9659 2454 0419 371 988 clive_landale@ml.com 
Michael Gretton-Watson  63-76 y 03 9510 5670 0413 738333 ingrams@netspace.com.au 
Gary Fawcett 90-94 y 03 9429 0544 0413 737 133 gary@tapproductions.com.au 
James Lee 90's y 03 9416 3207 0412 499288 jlee@luxmoore.com.au 
James Neville-Smith 90's lm  0418 877236   
James Wilson 90's y   0414 898545 jamesw_wilsons@iprimus.com.au 
Garth Manton 54+ y 03 9822 1526H     
Michael Crawford 68-78 y 02 9285 1393 0411 278527 mcrawford@investinaus.com 
Chris Oliver 95-99 y 03 9526 8994 0427 017722 coliver@adspaceoutdoor.com.au 
Bruce Harwood 87-92 y   0409 512544 bharwood@tpg.com.au 
Richard Burn 87-95 email     richardb@macquariegroup.com.au 
Nick Strauss 89-93 y 03 9467 5888 0419 566510 nicks@northernmotorgroup.com.au 
Paul Hermann 92-95 y 03 9429 6666 0425 781131 paul.hermann@harrythehirer.com.au 
Steve Anderson 72-80 y 03 9867 2144 0418 320964 sanderson@bigginscott.com.au 
Andrew Perry 77-83 y 03 9679 1301   andrew.perry@gsjbw.com 
Bruce Spiden 74-80 y 03 9419 5144 0419 372581 bruce@buncorp.com.au 
Adrian Bell 66-73 y 03 9646 6477 0418 322009 abell@farmpride.com.au 
Peter Clarke 87-93 y 03 9922 6579 0408 579427 peter.clarke@fowles.com.au 
Michael Fraser 62-69 y   0408 100199 mbdfraser@bigpond.com.au 
Andrew Dawson 83-93 y   0409 959998 andrewd@motordirect.com.au 
Robert Bennett 81-89 y 03 9765 3800 0411 585523 robert.bennett@angusfire.com.au 
Jo Breadmore 56-63 lm 03 9822 7445H     
Jo Cantor 64-73 y   0412 555659 jo.cantor@bigpond.com 
Deryk Stephens 56-69 y 03 9827 5507H   deryk.stephens@mfo.com.au 
Sam Bingley 90's y   0402 484810 sam@spyglassgroup.com.au 
Mark Avery Current y 03 9635 8394 0408 127037 mark.avery@macquarie.com 
Lachie Stevens Current y   0419 350721 StevensL@louisdreyfus.com.au 
Charlie Atkins Current y  0402 431305 charlesatkins69@hotmail.com 
Daniel Salter Current y   0411 646173 d.salter@vrc.net.au 
Tom Betts Current y   0409 221510 tom_betts@hotmail.com 
 
Official invitations will be going out with the first Printed Newsletter which will be posted to all Club 
members in about a fortnight. We emphasise that you don’t have to know, or be friends with, or even 
remember any of the Table Captains to come along; they are there to facilitate lists and to encourage people 
to get involved, and you will still be more than welcome to come along by responding directly to the Club. 
 
Upcoming Milestones 
We have finally almost finished getting the number of games played by virtually everyone who has ever 
played for the Club integrated into two Excel documents rather than left on a morass of separate pieces of 
paper which we inherited. The following current players are within striking distance of milestones this 
season (games to go in brackets). For 50 games: Tim Bayles (6), Matt Goldsworthy (16), Bryan Grills 
(11), Henry Legoe  (4), Mark Leslie  (8), Tom Paul (8), James Morley (3), James Sattler (10). For 100 
games: Jon Malpas  (15), Jim Paul (2), Will Paul (12), Tom Paul (58), Chris Stinchcombe  (10). 
 
Club Football Tipping Competition 
Following the success of the inaugural competition last year (well, success for some – Ed.) this will be 
making a return this year, and we’d like to see double the numbers this year.  Details appear at the end of 
these webnotes, and if you’re going to do something about joining, you need to do it promptly. 
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Player or Official Profile: Chris Stinchcombe  
Also known as: Stinch     Age: 29 
Went to:  Geelong College  (Where he played hockey. – Ed), Deakin Uni 
Occupation: Formally an Aircraft Engineer with Ansett Australia; travelled; 
Project Manager for AAES (Ansett Administrators); travelled; 
unemployed….Unfortunately the pattern leads to getting a job, which is what 
I am trying to do now…(If any of our readers can assist…)                            
Lives in North Melbourne, and originally from: Warrion, near Colac 
Married/attached/available/desperate: attached 
Career with OGS: a few years now, maybe seven; 90 odd games. 
Awards at OGS (if any): Runner Up to Firsts Best & Fairest 2001;  
Preferred playing position: Utility (i.e. where the coach wants me)   
Perceived football strengths: It used to be pace, I think, but since that has 
deserted me I am yet to find a replacement. Maybe experience will do! 
                           weaknesses: Probably a bit weak at the baulk, having never 
successfully done one! 
Best players seen at OGS: Anthony Darcy 
Highlight of Career: Captaining this Club in ’03   
Favourite Food: lamb cutlets on mash with jus. 
                  Music: Robbie Williams 
                  Place: Morro de Sao Paulo, Brazil 
      Film: Top Secret 
      Fantasy: Not sure, but if you read the desert island list…….. 
      Restaurant/pub etc Town Hall Hotel, North Melbourne 
League Club followed: Tigers 
Other major interests/hobbies/achievements: any sport and any beach.  (He also played VAFA 
representative football against South Australia in 1998 and in 2000. - Ed). 
If I were strande d on a desert island, the five things I would take with me are: 
1.   My Best Mate 
2.   My BBQ 
3.   Never ending supply of VB, prime beef and sporting equipment 
4.   My girlfriend 
5.   And her sisters. 
If I could have any job in the world it would be: F1 Driver 
As a child I really wanted to be (when I grew up): A Fighter Pilot  (Perhaps past player, Trevor King, 
who has a propriety interest in a MiG-21 UM “Mongol B” jet fighter, which might be able to fly again, 
given some really good and extended mechanical and 
engineering work, could fix you up with a flight, mate. - Ed) 
The things I like most about myself are: being positive 
and not taking the easy road. 
What makes me cringe/angry is: people who aren’t honest 
with themselves. 
Future plans – say for next three years : attempt to hold on 
to my youth. (Yep - they tell me it’s all downhill after you 
reach 30.  – Ed.) 
General Comment about how you see the Club: Pretty 
good actually, but it has taken time to get here and there is 
quite a bit to go. 
Its strong points: Our coach and our youth. 
Needs to improve/change: win/loss ratio, to state the obvious. 
 
======================================================================= 
 
Marking 50 Years – an occasional feature  
From the Amateur Football Magazine, 1954, the week after OGGS won their first match, against Old Trinity 
19.22 to 2.2.  “Much to our surprise we had a good victory.” 
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The first President of the Club, 
Bill Mollard, was meticulous in 
his record keeping for the four 
years during which he held that 
office. (From there on it has been 
mostly downhill, and, in the case 
of some administrations, entirely 
downhill!)  There are detailed 
reports of nearly every game, 
some including wind direction, 
state of the ground, air 
temperature, humidity levels (wet 
and bulb and dry bulb), name of 
the time keeper, scoreboard 
attendant, goal umpire, boundary 
umpire, the actual team line-up for 
the day, team changes and the 
like, to say nothing of a detailed 
match description, mostly all 
written out by hand. (If you’re 
reading a hard copy of the notes 
opposite, for the Club’s first-ever 
game, they’ll probably be 
illegible: we suggest you go to the 
website and check the notes out 
there, enlarging the copy if 
necessary). 
 
It is also interesting on looking at 
some of his early notes in The 
Amateur Footballer magazine, 
and some of the circulars that he 
sent round to players in those first 
few years, that certain traits which have provided a less-than-golden thread through much of the Club’s 50 
years were established early: 
 
On the subject of (a) training attendances and (b) accuracy in games:   
In 1954 (when after seven rounds they had only two wins, after fading badly against Old Carey the week 
before), in the Amateur Footballer magazine he stated:  “If we are to have wins more keenness in turning up 
for training and more keenness at training is necessary.  Let’s make it 17-5 this week instead of 5-17.” 
 
From a circular to players (1956):  
“It is your responsibility to be certain that you know the location of the ground and exactly how to get there. If 
you don’t know, please ask Bill Mollard who will explain in words of one syllable, and with the aid of a map. If 
you still cannot take it in, he will arrange to meet you at an early hour and familiar place and proceed in convoy 
with you to the ground.” (Actually in recent yeas, with the proliferation of the mobile phone, this problem has 
actually reduced.  – Ed.) 
 
From a match report (1957):  
“It seems to have escaped the attention of some of the team that the shortest distance between two points is a 
straight line. We have an extra strong goal-to-goal line which a casual observer, noting our zig-zag progress 
towards goal, would find hard to believe. “ (And that was before we started playing at Como. – Ed.) 
 
From a circular – date unknown, in 55, 56, or 57, when the Club used the smaller St.Kevins school oval.    
“The CHORE that most annoys the unfortunate President is the policing of St. Kevin’s instruction that WE DO 
NOT DRINK outside the tog room after the game. Perhaps I should state that I get NO PLEASURE at all from this 
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particular job but have done it up to date so that we will not lose the ground. It is a reasonable request on the 
part of St. Kevins. It is a school ground; it is overshadowed by the railway. And Melbourne is chock full of 
WOWSERS, etc. etc.” (The need to avoid offending local residents in the Como area remains equally as high 
today. – Ed) 
 
From another circular – date unknown – apparently written on a Saturday evening: 
“Lost Property: members would be amazed at the amount and variety of lost property that comes into the hands 
of the President. We find owners for most of it but by no means all, and we feel that it should be brought to the 
notice of all ranks that the first person to contact if you lose your socks or your shirt or your favourite jock strap 
is Bill Mollard on BJ4481. At the moment he has a watch, a towel or two, a heavy blue shawl, a roll-neck sweater, 
a pair of trousers, a pair of football boots, etc, etc.  By tomorrow at 11.00 AM, after sweeping the shed, he 
expects to have double the amount.” (At the end of last season, after burning the jocks, I progressively 
delivered to St. Vincent de Paul’s in Glenferrie Road three car-loads full of items left and unclaimed in the 
rooms – upstairs and down, visitors’ included – during the course of the season. Some of the gear, especially 
jackets and shoes would have retailed in the hundreds of dollars range – Ed. And I think I can empathise 
with Bill on the subject of sweeping the rooms, a task which the Old Geelong Football Club continues to feel 
should be concentrated, by default, in the hands of a very few people. – Ed.)   
 
=============== 
 
Still on 50 years: Original financing to get the Club up and running was provided by a list of about 20 former 
presidents of the Old Geelong Grammarians Association who all contributed five pounds or a little more. For 
this they were made Life Members of the Club at the end of its first year, and were written to and advised 
accordingly. We’re not sure how closely, if at all, the family tree is intertwined with our current Charlie 
Fairbairn, but one of these Life Members, Charles Osborne Fairbairn, wrote back to say: “I am very 
much in favor (sic) of healthful recreation among our young people and am pleased to be of some help 
making this possible.”  We hope, current Charlie, that you are 
suitably grateful. 
 
Still on 50 years:  Photos: The Club has quite a lot of photos 
taken at certain times during its history, and none at others.  
Seems there’s not a trace of even one photo from 1954 or 
1955. If any of our readers by any chance has any photos 
taken around the Club in those years, we’d be delighted to 
hear from you. (Opposite, from 1988: the Como Mafia? Senior 
Coach Craig Robson, Team Manager Greg Cheatley, 
Reserves Coach Russel Parkinson.) 
 
 
FROM HERE AND THERE 
We mentioned in the notes some weeks ago about a former 
player of the Club, Steve Crawford, walking his dog at the Menzies Reserve one training night. Last 
Monday night there was another, Bert Happell, a younger brother of John Happell* who was the first 
Secretary of the Club, and himself a Committeeman for some years in the early 1980s. Bert was interested to 
hear about the 19 June function, not having heard anything about it before.  (*Check goal kickers on match 
report reproduced earlier in these notes.  John Happell kicked seven in the opening match. - Ed.) 
 
======================================================================= 
 
OLD GEELONG FOOTY TIPPING CONTEST 
 
Following the success of the inaugural competition last season (particularly, and doubtless co-incidentally, 
for the organiser’s friends and relatives), Jim Legoe is again organising this, and we are looking for a 
doubling of numbers. How about a few parents as well this time round? Jim has supplied the following 
information: 
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LESS THAN TWO WEEKS TO GO TILL THE AFL SEASON KICKS OFF - SO JOIN IN THE FUN 
WITH THE OLD GEELONG FOOTY TIPPING CONTEST – ALL DONE OVER THE INTERNET! 

 
What is it? 
You are invited to join an AFL football tipping competition being run on behalf of the Old Geelong Football 
Club. Like all things in this 50th anniversary year of the Club, we are trying to make it bigger and better than 
the inaugural tipping competition run last year.  So sign up and support the Club by paying the $20 entry fee 
and have a bit of fun in the process - it isn't going to break the bank balance (the equivalent of about seven 
pots of beer at the Arcadia!).  Entry is open to any living person whether they be a player, Committee 
member, parent, supporter or whatever they may be! 
 
How much will I win? 
The first $600 of entrance money received will be paid out in “prize money”, with a further 50% of 
everything thereafter also being prize money.  The remaining funds will be retained by the Club for future 
capital expenditure.  The official split of the prize money will be as follows: 
 
1st Place    =   45% of the “prize money”            2nd Place   =   25% of the “prize money” 
3rd Place   =   15% of the “prize money”          20th Place   =   15% of the “prize money” 
 
Note that “prize money” is being distributed to 20th place this year to keep those who aren't the best tipsters 
alive in the competition and not reward last position such as the likes of Meeky who won it last year by 
failing to enter his tips for the final 18 rounds of the season!!! 
 
How do I enter my tips? 
It is very simple, as you place your tips over the internet (all eight games each round and a margin for the 
chosen game of the round).  If you can't get access to the internet (this applies to you, Garth – Ed), then you 
can always contact Jimmy Legoe  each week (via phone or email) and let me enter your tips for you - so long 
as you tick the “allow administrator to enter your tips” box when joining the competition.  If you forget to 
enter your tips on any week, you get the away teams for that round. 
 
How do I join the tipping competition? 
It is a very simple process and the easiest way is to go to the following link: 
http://www.footytips.com.au/cfm/ft/engine/joincompetition.cfm?competitionid=2200&Password=ogs 
 
If you would like me to email you this link for easy access drop me a line at James.Legoe@ubs.com 
 
This competition is being run through the footytips website - www.footytips.com.au with the following 
details: Name: Old Geelong  Password: ogs 
 
If you have any further questions or need assistance in joining don’t hesitate to contact myself. 
James.Legoe@ubs.com (03) 9242 6677    or mobile   0404 019 338 
 
PS - The quicker you get the money to me the better (i.e. if you are later than Round One tips will be 
penalised in some way) – can pay by cash or via money transfer to my bank account! 
 
 
The contact email address for the “Weekly Webnotes” is peter@peregrineadventures.com 
 


